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33_Ji California state college, sen bernardino 
January 11,  1982 
PRESIDENT JOHN M. FFAU 
ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 
Dr.  John M. Pfau,  founding president  of  Cal i forn ia 
State Col lege,  San Bernardino,  announced today he 
wi l l  ret i re at  the c lose of  the current  academic 
year.  
This month marks the 20th anniversary of  h is  appointment  by the Board of  Trustees 
of  the Cal i forn ia State Univers i ty  and Col leges to establ ish a new col lege for  San 
Bernardino and Rivers ide Count ies.  
Dr.  Pfau,  who wi l l  be 6^ years o ld Apr i l  28,  and Mrs.  Pfau wi l l  cont inue to make thei r  
home in  San Bernardino.  He has several  p lans for  the future in  the of f ing but  they 
wi l l  not  be f inal ized for  a few weeks.  
Dr .  Pfau has had the rare exper ience not  only of  founding one col lege but  a lso of  
being involved in  the creat ion of  two other  inst i tu t ions.  He was on the or ig inal  
p lanning s taf f  for  Sonoma State Univers i ty ,  and ear l ier  was sent  out  f rom Chicago 
Teachers Col lege to establ ish a branch which today is  Northeastern I l l ino is State 
Univers i ty .  
Dr.  Pfau current ly  is  the senior  president  in  terms of  tenure among the 19 presidents 
in  The Cal i forn ia State Univers i ty  system. F i f ty-e ight  col lege and univers i ty  pres­
idents have been appointed in  the system s ince he assumed the helm of  the San Ber­
nardino campus.  
CSU Chancel lor  Glenn S.  Oumke, in  a statement re leased today,  said "President  Pfau's 
pending ret i rement wi l l  be v iewed wi th regret  throughout  The Cal i forn ia State Univer­
s i ty  system. Not  only is  Dr.  Pfau the president  wi th the greatest  longevi ty  on our  
19 campuses,  but  h is  wise counsel  over  the years has helped to shape decis ions in  
my o f f ice for  the bet terment of  a l l  h igher educat ion.  
"As founding president  of  CSC, San Bernardino,  Dr.  Pfau exerc ised an opportuni ty  that  
comes only to a few in  higher educat ion and has fo l lowed i t  through to an important  
legacy.  Star t ing wi th no s taf f ,  no facul ty ,  no students and not  even land for  a 
campus,  he has overseen the b i r th and development of  an inst i tu t ion wi th inest imable 
worth in  the southern Cal i forn ia In land Empire,"  the chancel lor  cont inued.  
"Whi le President  Pfau's ret i rement wi l l  be a severe loss,  I  am p leased that  h is  pres-
i d e n c v  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  a n d  t h a t  h e  w i l l  
remain in  the San Bernardino area and be avai lable to share h is  expert ise,"  Dr.  
Dumke added.  
When he assumed the presidency of  the future San Bernardino col lege Jan.  16,  1962,  
Dr Pfau began the process of  select ing a p lanning s taf f  and secur ing a s i te.  From 
a cadre of  about  a dozen p lanners in  a temporary of f ice in downtown San Bernardino 
came the educat ional  phi losophy and the concept  o f  the physical  p lant  needed to carry 
i t  out .  
Classes began In September I965 wi th 270 students and 33 facul ty ,  administ rators and 
l ibrar ians in three bui ld ings in  the footh i l ls  of  the San Bernardino Mountains.  
Ref lect ing a steady growth pat tern,  the col lege today serves just  under 5000 students.  
For  the last  three years,  Gal  State,  San Bernardino was among the top three in  the 
system In terms of  percentage of  growth.  
The col lege which ex ists today is ,  in  great  par t ,  a ref lect ion of  the educat ional  
phi losophy of  i ts  founding president .  His concern for  mainta in ing c lose contact  be­
tween facul ty  and students led to the design of  c lassrooms which would l imi t  the 
s ize of  the c lasses,  thereby creat ing a seminar- type learning envi ronment.  Students 
thus could become more act ive par t ic ipants in  the learning process;  they have in­
creased opportuni t ies to wr i te and thei r  work could be more carefu l ly  evaluated by 
the facul ty .  Independent  s tudy became an important  par t  of  the curr icu lar  opt ions.  
President  Pfau's deep bel ie f  in  the value of  a general  educat ion program has been 
demonstrated by the curr icu lum of  the col lege and was re inforced dur ing the past  
year by mandates f rom the CSU Board of  Trustees concerning graduat ion requirements 
for  a 11 s tudents.  
In  h is  inaugural  speech,  where he urged that  specia l izat ion not  crowd out  general  edu­
cat ion,  he said:  "A col lege educat ion may encompass many th ings but  pr imar i ly  i t  
must  be an in te l lectual  exper ience.  I f  we do not  provide for  the student  an atmos­
phere which arouses h is  in te l lectual  cur ios i ty  and st imulates h is  mind,  we have 
missed the mark.  . . .  That  por t ion of  the curr icu lum devoted to specia l izat ion must  
be constructed around the pr inc ip le that  noth ing is  more constant  in  modern l i fe  
than change.  . . .  When one considers that  the typical  member o f  the f i rs t  graduat ing 
c lass of  th is  col lege wi l l  s t i l l  be earning a l ive l ihood in the year 2010,  the need 
for  adaptabi l i ty  becomes ev ident .  
Concerned wi th having a breadth of  academic ideas for  the new col lege,  Dr.  Pfau re­
cru i ted h is  in i t ia l  facul ty  f rom throughout  the country.  Several  came f rom h is alma 
mater ,  the Univers i ty  of  Chicago;  others were f rom Harvard,  Columbia Univers i ty ,  
the Univers i t ies of  Minnesota,  Cal i forn ia,  Wisconsin,  I l l ino is,  the Ohio State Uni­
vers i ty ,  Stanford,  Purdue and the Univers i ty  of  Southern Cal i forn ia.  
"We have had a forward- looking,  smooth-work ing administ rat ive group and an excel lent  
facul ty  wi th many creat ive indiv iduals,"  he said in  ref lect ing upon I6 years of  
operat ion for  the col lege.  
The col lege's ath let ic  pol icy,  a lso unique in  the system, ca l ls  for  int ramural  sports 
a n d  n o  v a r s i t y  o r  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s .  D r .  P f a u ,  a  f o o t b a l l  f a n  a n d  s t i l l  a  
supporter  of  the Chicago Bears f rom h is former home town,  commented,  
"We th ink i t  is  r ight  for  th is  inst i tu t ion to put  a l l  of  i ts  emphasis on student  
par t ic ipat ion rather  than on spectator  sports."  
The col lege thus has st ressed the types of  act iv i t ies which an indiv idual  can use 
throughout  h is  or  her  l i fe t ime.  The int ramural  program, now a v i ta l  par t  of  the 
physical  educat ion department  program, br ings students and facul ty ,  men and women, 
together in  l ive ly  on-campus compet i t ion.  
Dr.  Pfau,  born in  Yugoslavia,  spent  h is  chi ldhood in  Chicago.  He received h is  edu­
cat ion at  the Univers i ty  of  Chicago,  earning h is  A.B.  in  19^7,  h is  A.M. in  19^8 
and h is  Ph.D.  in  1951.  His academic f ie ld is  h is tory.  
Whi le pursuing h is  doctorate,  he was an Instructor  in  Amer ican h is tory at  North 
Centra l  Col lege in  I l l ino is.  Dur ing h is  tenure at  the Chicago Teachers Col lege 
(now Northeastern I l l ino is State Univers i ty) ,  he served as associate professor of  
h is tory,  administ rat ive assistant  to the dean and assistant  dean in  charge of  the 
Foreman Branch.  
He came to Cal i forn ia in  1959 as professor of  h is tory and chairman of  the Div is ion 
of  Socia l  Studies at  Cal i forn ia State Univers i ty ,  Chico.  He then served a s imi lar  
posi t ion on the founding facul ty  of  Sonoma State Univers i ty ,  before coming to San 
Bernardino in  1962.  
Dr.  Pfau and h is  wi fe,  Antreen,  a lso a graduate of  the Univers i ty  of  Chicago,  have 
two daughters.  Madele ine is  employed by a consul t ing f i rm In Dal las,  Texas,  and 
El len is  an audio logist  in  Upland.  
Dr.  Pfau has been act ive in  professional  organizat ions and in  the communi ty .  His 
academic involvement inc ludes serv ice on several  accredi tat ion commit tees and on 
the Statewide Advanced Placement Commit tee of  the Cal i forn ia State Board of  Educat ion;  
chairmanship of  the Commit tee on the Humani t ies of  the Amer ican Assn.  of  State 
Col leges and Univers i t ies,  and chairman of  the In land Empire Higher Educat ion Counci l .  
He current ly  is  a member o f  the Commit tee on Cul tura l  Af fa i rs  of  the Amer ican Assn.  
of  State Col leges and Univers i t ies.  
He served three terms as president  of  the San Bernardino Symphony Assn. ,  was a 
founding member and d i rector  of  the Wor ld Af fa i rs  Counci l  o f  In land Southern Cal i ­
forn ia,  a d i rector  of  the San Bernardino Chamber o f  Commerce and a member o f  the 
corporate board and the Board of  Directors of  San Bernardino Communi ty  Hospi ta l .  
President  Pfau has a lso been a member o f  the Cal i forn ia Counci l  for  the Humani t ies 
in  Publ ic  Pol icy and the Labor Management Counci l  for  the In land Empire.  He a lso Is  
a Rotar ian.  
A successor to  Dr.  Pfau wi l l  be chosen by the CSU Board of  Trustees.  A president ia l  
select ion advisory commit tee wi l l  be formed to screen appl icants and make recommen­
dat ions to the t rustees.  The membership of  the commit tee wi l l  consist  of  the board 
chairman,  John O'Connel l ;  three t rustees.  Chancel lor  Dumke, the president  of  another 
C S U  c a m p u s ,  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C a l  S t a t e ,  S a n  B e r n a r d i n o  f a c u l t y  w h o  w i l l  b e  
selected by the facul ty ,  one member o f  the administ rat ive and support  s taf f  selected 
by that  group,  one student  chosen by the Associated Students,  one member o f  the campus 
Advisory Board selected by that  board,  and one alumnus named by the Alumni  Associat ion.  
